Nantong─A Second Shanghai in the North of the Yangtze River

Nantong is located at the confluence of golden sea bank and golden waterway in the east of China. Facing the vast expense of Pacific, Nantong and international city Shanghai face each other across the Yangtze River. Nantong has a total land of 8001 square kilometers with a population of 7,693,000. The city has three county-level cites under its jurisdiction, namely, Rugao, Haimen and Qidong; two counties: Haian and Rudong; three districts: Tongzhou,Chongchuan and Gangzha; and one national development zone: Nantong Economic and Technological Development Zone. Nantong is one of the birth places of our modern national industries. It is entitled as a “Pioneer City of Modern China”. In 1984, Nantong became one of first 14 coastal cities in China that were open to the outside world. Nantong’s economy develops rapidly. Its growth rate has been topped in Jiangsu province and the Yangtze River Delta for three successive years. The six counties (county-level cities included) are all among the top 100 counties of China. In 2007, Nantong’s GDP is RMB 211.1 billion, which ranked among top No.26 nation wide; its financial revenue is over RMB 30 billion. 

The major geographical strength of Nantong is “by the river and the sea, close to Shanghai, and link north Jiangsu”. May 25th 2008, the first stayed-cable bridge-Sutong Yangtze River Bridge has officially opened to traffic. It makes Nantong completely merge into Shanghai one hour circle of metropolis, transportation and economy. Nantong speeds up integration with international metropolis Shanghai in terms of industrial development, production elements, geographical function, and operation system. Oct 28th 2008, deep water port-Yangkou port which could accommodates200, 000tons ships has opened its navigation. It has formed the port layout: centered of Shanghai port, Ningbo and Yangkou port sitting in the south and north as the two wings, extended by a series of Yangtze River ports. 

It has further constructed the new platform to carry on the international capital and industrial transfer, thus upgraded the main function of Nantong ports city and Shanghai navigation center. Grand bridge and deep water port, the two strategic points give prominence to Nantong in the layout of Yangtze delta region and along the east coast, marked Nantong link to the sea, connect to Shanghai, permit to all-round opening up and enter the era of port and bridge. They bring the land of Nantong, 8001 sq km land to world precious resources level. Its geographical location upgrades historically.

In recent years, with the superior location, solid industrial foundation, abundant resources and favorable investment environment, Nantong wins a great favor from oversea investors. Since 2003, the actually utilized foreign capital grows with a high speed. 2006, the actually utilized foreign capital is ranking top ten among top 10 national large and medium cities. In 2007, the foreign capital under industrial and commercial registration achieves USD 7.74 billion; the paid-up foreign capital amounted to USD 3.12 billion. The register foreign capital and paid-up foreign capital are ranking No.2 in Jiangsu province. More than 30 “five hundred fortune companies” settled in Nantong consisting of US GE, Oji paper making, COSCO KHI, Fujitsu, Toray, Marubenim, Toshiba, Metro and Carrefour. In recent years, Nantong is among the eight cities rewarded “the most worthy investing city for Taiwan enterprises in the next 5-10 years”, hundreds cities in China with the best investment environment, and standing at No.1 in the appraisal of “Chinese city with the most investment potential in the eyes of transnational enterprises”
Nantong is targeting at three “250 billion” in terms of GDP of the region along the coast, new industrial output, marine Economic Aggregate at the end of “eleventh five-years plan”. It is promoting the industrial development consisting of ship building & repair, marine supporting industry, paper making, port machinery, new energy, modern logistic and outsourcing, and striving to build up the manufacturing corridor in the northern wing of the Yangtze delta region, modern agricultural basement and center area served Shanghai’s metropolis.

